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MT : What was your aim in life? Do 

your achievements align with your 

aim? 

Dr. Melhi: I thank the Editorial Board of Moun-

taintop for initiating fresh efforts to resume the 

publication of the newsletter after an interval of 

discontinuation.  

In response to your first question, I would like 

to clarify the general misconception as if eve-

ryone here was born with a golden spoon in 

his mouth. Life in the past was different. I my-
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than sufficient where I managed to 

buy a motorbike in installments. I 

achieved a diploma after three years. 

We were promised that this diploma 

would be considered the equivalent of 

a Secondary School Certificate, but 

that didn’t happen. By that time, I 

started working as an electrician, and 

later on I managed to get a job in the 

Public Security Department.  I had to 

repeat my secondary education dur-

ing the evening shift, as I had to dis-

charge my duties in the public securi-

ty department 

during the day. 

After passing the 

Secondary 

School Certifi-

cate Examina-

tion with a high 

GPA, I got ad-

mission to the 

English Pro-

gram, King Saud 

University 

(currently KKU) 

in Abha. I got 

married at that 

time. I knew that 

Security Ser-

vices were not 

my first career 

choice, but I saw 

it as a stepping 

stone toward 

reaching a high-

er goal. I ob-

tained  the B.A. degree with a high 

GPA [4.32] and was nominated as a 

Teaching Assistant (TA) at King Saud 

University, College of Education, Ab-

ha branch. I therefore resigned from 

the security forces, where I was work-

ing in the capacity of a First Sergeant. 

As a TA, I was receiving 2000 Riyals 

less than in my previous job. I got a 

scholarship to pursue my Master’s 

degree at Michigan University in the 

U.S.A.  I then moved to the States with 

my family. Later, I was awarded a PhD 

degree by the same university.    

 

MT: Which study habits have you 

found most effective during your 

“I knew that 

Security 

Services were 

not my first 

career 

choice, but I 

saw it as a 

stepping 

stone toward 

reaching a 

higher goal.”  

Mountain Top 

self was born to a typical Arab fami-

ly. My forefathers were farmers and 

the agricultural yield was the only 

source of income at that time. I start-

ed handling the family responsibili-

ties at the very early age of 4, when I 

started doing the household chores 

and tending our sheep. I also had to 

extend a helping hand to my father in 

responsibilities related to the farm. 

Life forty years back was not today’s 

life. There was only one car in the 

whole village, and it used to leave 

very early in the 

morning for Abha and 

Khamis Mushayt. If 

you missed that, there 

was no other means of 

transportation to the 

city that day. Further-

more, we used to wear 

the same thobe 

(dress) both for school 

and at home. The dis-

cipline in schools at 

that time, however, 

was very strict and 

there was a practice of 

sever punishment for 

violations of the regu-

lations, particularly for 

absenteeism and non-

completion of home-

work.  Coming back to 

the original question, I 

honestly would say 

that I had no clear 

vision about my aim in life at the time 

when I was studying at the elemen-

tary level.  

It was during my middle school time 

in Tanmiya that I was motivated and 

guided by an Iraqi English teacher 

and I decided to major in English. 

There was no high school between 

my village Al-Qara and Abha at that 

time. After completing middle 

school, I got admission to the Tech-

nical College. I moved to Abha and 

rented a private room for accommo-

dation. As this was not a hostel, I 

used to cook for myself. As I was re-

ceiving a monthly scholarship of 450 

Saudi Riyals which used to be more 

Monthly Newsletter published by 

Language Research Centre, King Khalid University Mountain Top 

Page 2 

 

 

“I used to  

record new  

words and would 

listen to them in 

my car while 

driving and 

during my duty 

hours.”  
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student life? 

Dr. Melhi: I would like to mention 

three main study habits which I found 

particularly effective. The first was to 

devote regular time to studying. As I 

was engaged in my job during the day, 

I fixed a 3-4 hour time slot for study at 

night. The second hab-

it is related to vocabu-

lary learning. I used to 

record new words and 

would listen to them in 

my car while driving 

and during my duty 

hours.  The third habit 

is risk-taking for lan-

guage practice. In the 

health department re-

lated to the security 

services I tried to 

search for maximum 

opportunities to talk to 

non-Arab speakers, 

especially Filipinos, in 

English. That helped 

me a lot in learning 

English through real 

practice.  

 

MT: How do you val-

ue the use of library 

facilities by stu-

dents? Do you think 

our students are moti-

vated enough, and 

trained properly, to 

use the libraries on 

campus and in the faculty?  

Dr. Melhi: When I was a student, I used 

to keep a book by my bedside and read 

it till I fell asleep. There is no better way 

to learn, and spend time fruitfully in the 

university, than reading. In this regard, 

I remember that one of our professors 

in Saudi Arabia,  Dr. William Tarvin, 

once took us to our college library and 

emphasized the importance of utilizing 

the library for self-study. This made me 

realize that a good book can be like a 

good friend.  To this day I keep up the 

habit of reading some pages before I go 

to sleep. Going back to your question, I 

don't think our students are making use 

of the available library. In fact, I rarely 

see them there. The habit of checking 

out books from KKU library or the 

Public Library downtown Abha is al-

most zero. A quite disturbing fact in-

deed! 

 

MT: What is 

your concept of 

“the ideal teach-

er”? 

Dr. Melhi: In my 

opinion, the best  

teacher is the one 

who smiles, moti-

vates, and the 

one who has a 

good rapport 

with the students. 

While dealing 

with the students, 

he should consid-

er himself in their 

shoes. I respect 

those teachers 

who are sincere, 

punctual, innova-

tive, and at the 

same time strike 

a balance be-

tween strictness 

and flexibility.   

 

MT: What is 

your concept of 

“the ideal stu-

dent”? 

Dr. Melhi:  The best student is the 

one who is serious about his duties as 

a student i.e. carries his study materi-

als in a briefcase, and manages his 

time properly. Among others, an ideal 

student has to be polite, eager to 

learn, and punctual in attendance and 

submitting assignments. 

 

MT: What is your message to the 

students and teachers in our facul-

ty? 

Dr. Melhi:  If we stand together, and 

work together as one, we will achieve 

our goal. What is our goal? To earn a 

good reputation for our faculty.  

 

 

“The best student is 

the one who is serious 

about his duties as a 

student i.e. carries his 

study materials in a 

briefcase, and 

manages his time 

properly. Among 

others, an ideal 

student has to be 

polite, eager to learn, 

and punctual in 

attendance and 

submitting 

assignments.”  

“The best  

teacher is 

the one 

who 

smiles, 

motivates, 

and the 

one who 

has a good 

rapport 

with the 

students.”  
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