
T he economic studies 

report1 shows that wom-

en are facing poverty due to lack 

of education and illiteracy. Wom-

en need education to overcome 

complex social-economic factors 

such as divorce, death of a male 

bread earner or no male member 

in family, high cost of living and 

unemployment. 

In Asir region, King Khalid Univer-

sity (KKU) can 

help empower 

women through 

education with 

help of Infor-

mation Technolo-

gy (IT), English 

language learning 

and Authorized 

Testing Centers (ATCs).    

IT can help women get professional 

education, get jobs and do business. 

According the Forbes, the Online 

Business-to-Business (B2B) com-

merce market will be worth $6.7 

trillion by 20202. The e-commerce 

forecasts show that online business-

es will expand at the exponential 

rate. For example, Alibaba is an e-

commerce platform for buyers and sellers. It is worth 

$129bn and has more than 22,000 employees.  

The news report of e-stores for productive families of 

Al-Ahsa3 for their hand-made products shows recog-

nition of the importance of e-commerce at municipali-

ty level. Accordingly, the KKU should use IT platforms 

such as CISCO to educate, train and empower women 

at grassroots.  

IT  education system is unique in the sense that it of-

fers wide range of online and face-to-face  courses in 

terms of duration ranging between few hours to post-

graduate level to meet needs of the market and gen-

eral and professional education. Such IT courses can 

be used to train women (and men) in shortest time. 

For example, CISCO offers hundreds of certificate 

courses [http://www.cisco.com/web/learning/

certifications/index.html].  

KKU can use established system of CISCO networking 

academies (Become a CISCO Academy plan) [https://

www.netacad.com/web/about-us/get-involved/

become-an-academy] to gain access to standards-

based courses that support core academics, and meet 

in-demand job skills and globally recognized 

certifications to train both women and men ac-

cording to international standards. In addition, 

CISCO products and services model can be 

used to start scores of small and medium busi-

nesses [http://www.cisco.com/c/en/us/

products/index.html?referring_site=bodynav].   

A lot can be learnt from CISCO information for 

small businesses [http://www.cisco.com/cisco/

web/solutions/small_business/index.html and 

CISCO IT solutions http://www.cisco.com/c/en/

us/solutions/index.html].    

  Education institutions 

play a pivotal role in 

fighting (female) poverty 

in advanced world. KKU 

can lead the way by es-

tablishing ATCs for fe-

males (and males) in all 

education institutions in 

Asir region to train tens 

of thousands of Saudis in 

shortest possible time. 

These ATCs can build the 

base for en masse expan-

sion of IT qualified pro-

fessionals at grassroots 

who in turn can help cre-

ate hundreds of small 

and medium businesses, 

enterprises leading to 

creation of millions of jobs.   

The English Language Centers in all campuses 

of KKU can play a pivotal role in expanding IT at 

the grassroots by teaching English to such IT 

candidates on weekends and or specially de-

signed short English courses. It will help candi-

dates of IT (and other specialties) to get globally 

recognized education from international setups 

that is mostly imparted in English. 

In conclusion, KKU can play a pivotal role in 

empowering women (and men) at grassroots 

with the help of IT, English and ATCs. In turn, it 

will help them overcome complex social, eco-

nomic and individual challenges.  

Sources  

1. http://www.arabnews.com/news/653346   

2 .  h t t p : / / w w w . f o r b e s . c o m / s i t e s /

sarwantsingh/2014/11/06/b2b-ecommerce-

market-worth-6-7-trillion-by-2020/ 

3. http://www.arabnews.com/saudi-arabia/

news/699266 

Page 5 

VOLUME 4, ISSUE 1    MAY 2018 

KKU: Empowering Women 

Rizwan Ghani  

Lecturer  

English Language Centre  


